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CALIFORNIA GARDEN CLUBS, INC.

District Director
Coordinator’s Message

I must tell you! I am really looking forward to seeing you
all in the golden foothills of our lovely state. The first
CGCI Board meeting I ever attended was a Fall Board
meeting in the same area about 12 or so years ago. I
enjoyed it so much, I never stopped coming!

I think we are all in for a great time at this meeting. I have
heard disgruntled comments now and again about the need
to attract new and energetic members to CGCI. Well, the
schedule for this meeting, and the excitement it is stirring,
has been created for us by two long-time CGCI veterans;
Mpyrtle Findley and Joan Craig. The response from newer
members in terms of registrations is overwhelming. It just
goes to remind us that we need EVERYONE on the CGCI
team... new folks as well as the seasoned pros. Together
we make life richer for all of us!

The same is true in our districts and our clubs. As leaders,
it is your job to make sure that everyone feels included
and that everyone enjoys the benefits of what we can

all accomplish together. Good leaders get their group to
accept the best new ideas and combine them with the best
old ideas. This is a proven winning strategy though not
always an easy task. But I am confident that the 2007-09
CGCI District Directors are up to the challenge.

In order to best help each other, please be sure to bring
any issues, questions or concerns with you to share and
discuss with your peers. If you have specific topics you
want discussed, let me know ahead of time and I will
get them on the formal agenda. Otherwise, the meeting
time is yours to do with as you wish. The coordinator is
only there to facilitate your wishes and help you get the
most that you possibly can out of the meeting. E-mail
me at mlucas@earthlink.net if you have special needs or
concerns. I am ready and eager to help.

So put on your broadest smile, gather your energy and
head for the hills!

See you soon.....
Maryanne

“Garden Club: A Natural Place to Grow”

Order Free Stuff for
Pick-up at Fall Board

CGCI Membership Chairman George Speer has
CGCI bookmarks and rack cards available. If
you contact him ASAP he will be glad to have a
supply ready and waiting for you to pick-up at the
board meeting in Grass Valley. Email George at:
speercgcimbrshp@aol.com

And for a few dollars more...

By now you have all seen the 6-foot CGCI
banners available for your club or district that can
be ordered through George. The banners are $75
and stands are $25. A new essential is a carrying
bag to keep it all together! Produced by Rita
Desilets, the bags cost only $5 and can also be
ordered through George.

But that’s not all! Remember the leaf pins sold
to benefit the NGC President’s Project that were
such a hit at convention? Well the new version

is a sparkling snowflake and it is available now.
Demand is high for these lovely designs so pre-
orders are encouraged to ensure that we will have
enough for everyone who wants them. Remember
the holidays are just around the corner! Contact
RobinP@juno.com with your shopping list.
Proceeds benefit both NGC and Robin’s project!!!

Be on the Lookout for Talent!
One more list to bring to Fall Board is your list of
prospective CGCI Board members. We will soon
be starting the planning process for the 2009-2011
administration and we need your help to find all
the talent that we have in clubs throughout the
state. We need lots of help. And that means YOU,
too. Think about your passion. What “lights your
fire?” Then make sure YOUR name is on that list
along with your choice of position.

www.CadliforniaGardenClubs.org



